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As we all know, aero tows home are great most of the time, but since we all live with Murphy's Law we 
must remember that things can and will go wrong. Once you have landed I strongly recommend you 
either telephone for an aero retrieve or use a radio relay to verify that the local Fixed Base Operation 
(FBO) has the message. Try to get an estimated time of arrival for the tow plane. 

If where you landed is soft or narrow, notify the FBO to bring your tail dolly and possibly a stick to put the 
wing on and some rope. The point being that if the FBO knows there is going to be extra time used to 
move the sailplane, he can not only plan other aero retrieves but can arrange it so you can tow home 
before sunset or arrange for another FBO to tow you if he can't make the time requirements. 

If at all possible, after landing push the sailplane off to the side of the runway, then make your radio or 
telephone calls. Go back to the sailplane; take care of the sailplane, battery off, radio off, oxygen off (or 
stay close by and monitor the radio for tow plane arrival). It speeds things up a lot if you can get the 
sailplane down to the area where you feel comfortable taking off. Get the sailplane off the side of the 
runway again. Organize the cockpit for take off, find a piece of sagebrush or a stick to hold the wing up 
during take off, then find some shade, drink some water and relax. 

Now is a good time to critique your flight. It is also a good time to think about your tow home. 

1. What kind of hazards are on or around the airstrip? Large drainage ditches, poles, telephone 
wires etc....  

2. Do you have a high potential for ground looping?  

3. What about rope breaks?  

4. Do you need to tell the tow pilot anything special about your ship or your skills?  

5. Would you like to ask the tow pilot any questions? Remember tow pilots do a lot of aero retrieves. 
The odds are they have towed people out of the same field more than once. Don't be afraid to ask 
the tow pilot for suggestions!  

6. Discuss with the tow pilot:  

Take off procedures 

Emergency procedures 

Radio frequency (verify call signs) 

Departure procedures, climb out route 

Speed tow procedures 

What to do in case of accidental release 

Altitude you would like to climb to and where 

Give tow pilot possible release point, with altitude you need at that point 

Say Thank You! 

By following these steps you can make your aero tow home a pleasure, not a pain. 
 


