
Survival in the Sierra 
The high desert is one of the most picturesque places in the world to fly. Unfortunately there are some 
very barren and uninhabited places. If you land here you are probably going to spend the night in your 
sail plane and walk a few miles to a main road. If you are prepared, this situation should not be a problem 
although it might be inconvenient. 
How do we prepare ourselves and our sail plane? The sail plane is rather easy. There are items you can 
put in and store for as long as you want. Such items are a first aid kit, rain coat, solar charger, tie down 
stakes, rope, flare gun, dried fruit or c rations, knife, matches or lighter, mirror and a compass. You will be 
surprised at how much equipment you can stick in a small box and permanently mount it in your sail 
plane. Remember you sail plane is your protection from the elements. 
What kind of things should we think about if we land in desolate territory? Before landing attempt to get 
good coordinates either from your GPS, or your sectional. Also note any distinguishing landmarks, road 
intersections, river crossings etc. Note your heading and approximate mileage from the most prominent 
geographical feature. 
These are a few questions you should ask before landing. 

1. Will I need more water than what I have? If yes, land with full water or whatever you have left.  
2. Do I feel my coordinates and land mark references were good?  
3. Did radio relay acknowledge message and acknowledge crew had message?  
4. Are there any signs of civilization?  
5. Should I draw a little map of road locations?  
6. Do I have enough time to attempt a walkout tonight?  

Once on the ground you can use a lot of this information to your and your crew's advantage. 
Evaluate the situation. An aero tow might be feasible if you landed early enough. The tow pilot might be 
able to locate you and drop some food, sleeping bag or whatever you might need. 
Once on the ground try a radio relay on 123.3 or 123.5. If unable to obtain a relay, use the procedures for 
121.5. Let people know if you're OK or not. If you cannot reach anyone you're on your own. The biggest 
decision is whether to start walking or stay where you are. Remember it's a lot easier to find a glider in the 
desert than a man. Find a stick and write help in the dirt at least seven feet in height. You might want to 
open your chute and drape it over the glider, not only for shade but for the orange & white panels that 
people can see for miles. Also, collect firewood enough for the night. Start a fire away from the sail plane 
& chute. Fill your water. Get out your survival kit and food. 
Drink, eat and be patient. Work on detailing the map you drew adding estimated distances, estimated 
time to walk out and direction to head. 
Remember that snakes, coyotes and other animals typically hunt at night. Sleep in the cockpit. It will be 
warmer. If you are going to walk out try to notify someone first. I strongly suggest staying with the aircraft 
until you are found. If you do walk out don't forget to leave some kind of marker at each turn. Note the 
condition of the roads, i.e., deep sand, river beds, large bumps, etc. because your are going to try to drive 
your trailer back here. Remember where the bad spots are, think about what you might need in terms of 
equipment ( i.e., chains, rope, or four wheel drive.). This will help make your retrieve easier. 
If you do ever land in a remote place, I hope some of these suggestions help you. 
 


