
Pre - Pilot Departure Check List  

To improve the odds of a successful and as painless as possible retrieve, it helps to have most of these items 
taken care of the night before the flight or at least before the pilot leaves. A useful acronym to remember this list 

by is "TRIPCKRS". 

Travel worthy: Make sure the truck/trailer are in good traveling shape, just as 
they should be for any potentially challenging road trip. Reasonable tires, wheel 
bearings packed sometime within the last five years, registration is current (on 
both the vehicle and trailer), registration and insurance cards are available, 
windshield wipers in good condition, working lights, extra fuses, full gas tank, 
recent oil change, fire extinguisher, etc. The pilot should brief you on any quirks 
of the vehicle or trailer, e.g. the white button on the steering wheel releases the 
key, etc. 

Radio: Review Radio operation, pilot's call sign/N number, preferred channels 
and procedures for switching channels (request and confirmation followed by 
switching), and the pilot's intentions (or not) to radio the crew regularly (each 
hour, each turn point, or only just before landing). Charge the batteries. 

Itinerary: Ask the pilot to brief you on his /her intended route and alternate 
airports/ landing spots along the route. This can save a lot of valuable radio time 
and potential confusion. Having the route marked on the maps, aeronautical and 
road, will make radio chatter a lot more intelligible. 

Phones: Make two lists of retrieve numbers, one for the pilot and one for the 
crew: useful car phone numbers, originating glider port number, terminating 
glider port number, etc. A telephone credit card number and PIN number are 
useful if long distance calls are a possibility. Both the pilot and the crew should 
have change for local calls. Discuss check in procedures with other interested 
parties, e.g., Retrieve desk and Retrieve coordinator. 

Cash: If it isn't offered, ask for gas money or a credit card you can use. Credit 
Cards in another person's name can only be used at gas stations with "pay at the 
pump" options. 

Keys: Make sure you know where the keys will be located. It's best if there is 
one set for the pilot and a second set for the crew. Confirm that all keys work on 
the rig. 

Ready - to - Go: The vehicle and trailer should be packed, closed, hooked up 
and ready to go before the pilot leaves. Ideally, the crew needs only to collect the 
tail dolly, weak link and canopy covers before leaving. 

Safety: Driver safety takes precedence over monetary considerations. This is 
particularly important to remember for women traveling alone. Review 
procedures for secure stopping locations, getting help (window help placard, 
AAA card?), roadside safety, emergency procedures, etc. Consider taking a 
"Road Safety" course. 

 


